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~ Subsidies for Education °

. The Government in its 1975 budget, which has beenchar-
' acterized by the emphasis given to welfare,.has shown con-
. cern also for the welfare of private universities and-colleges.
' Subsidies to these institutions are to be increased 57.4 per
- cent over the current fiscal year. : &

' The ¥100,707 million item for this purpose must have been
what Finance Minister Masayoshi Ohira had' in mind when
he mentioned education as one of the major items of. empha-
<is'in the budget. It is the only outstanding increase in the
state’s investment in education, although a new precedent
has! been set with %8,000 million being designated for aid to
"pri\?ate,_ high .schools and kindergartens. .
- At the same time,. plans for expanding national univer-
sities and colleges were held to a-minimum. Those approved

' the fotal to not quite. 75,000,

‘it should''be. While a'good.case' can be: made for- increasing
the capdcity. of students in higher education, there is a.better
' case for the need to raise’ quality. ‘And the chus in. that re-

spect isjon the;private schools: 3
~ The well-publicized financial distress of the institutions is
‘not ithe' direct  reason :for-the ‘subsidy program, introduced in
11970 1t is because they have become responsible for:educat-

78 per cent — and they lack the financial resources to do
deguately. . .- 2

that they are doing such a-bad job. Considering the
at itheir expenditures per-student. amount to only. one-

eyioffer a better investment. .
Although’.the {incréase 'in the ‘subsidies may appear to be
substantial, ‘the. new. level is still;far -below what was. promis-
when the system was ‘inaugurated. The coming year was
sed to- be :when'the optimum :level would be reached,
thithe subsidies taking care of 50 per cent of the private
ititions’ operating expenses.” Actually, -it “will become
little-more than half of that. e N
In the meantime, the universities have been raising tui-
fees progressively. Last year and this year especially,

Is has dissipated: conspicuously. By contrast, the Govern-
seems’ ‘more fearful, although a long-overdue' increase
Qle token" fees .charged students of 'state universities “has
Tecently been aired.’ AR ; .

would be well to note ‘the effects that the aid to the
Vate universities ‘have had to date. The 'subsidies are par-
celediout on the basis of:several criteria, and to earn them

st notable are the efforts.to improve the ratio of facul-

ards. For years, most private schools have enrolled
Ay more”studentsthan their fixed quotas, a practice .that
3 dually being rediced. . Pl -
?ﬁ university,. which-has-a. faculty-student ratio-of one’to
as recently announced a plan to bring this down to one
2 by programmed faculty increases and. reductions. in the
mber of students admitted each year. Taition will haveto

'I'Bkmg this for an example, if not a model, we should
“‘?!@uze the fundamental problems.’ What will happen to:the
Other half who are denied admission as students? Will more
00ls be built to accommodate them — with the increasing
“n'ﬂ)el's seeking - higher education? Are we, as a society,
g to pay the cost of higher education for all who de-
it, or even for all who have capability for it? :
time is at hand when these questions will have to be
red. For the past decades our-universities and colleges
merely . been ' growing, along ‘with the increasing de-
for' higher education.
renchment is conceivable as a policy, and it might be
plished by elevating standards so as to eliminate larg-
Mmbers of seekers. Or by raising tuition commensurate
h the higher cost of higher standards. But -either of these
b UgEestions, carried very far, might raise questions about
1 Hemocratic principle of educational rights as enunciated
Constitation. !
are at the point where pressures are demanding deci-
on hoth 'the expansjon of the institutions and the. eleva-
f their standards.”A  simple choice between the two is "

ang

N

ered.

4 1}'er education has to be increased. While second in the

In.terms of university and college enrollment, Japan is
amg far.less on:higher education per capita than any
Clindustrialized nation.
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willl provide for; barely 1,660 additional :students — bringipg‘

* Under present circumstances: this order of -priorities is as::

‘ing the ‘bulk of the nation’s university and college students — '
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theiriold fear of campus. disruption by student: protest move- °

'ﬁi& hools have had to take measures to improve their stan-. :

sTmBEN . BRSES | - T

1y 4o students — one-objectivé measure for judging academic:
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Tg least that can be said is.that the nation’s investment -
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