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AN ENGLISH QUESTION
AND ANSWER COLUMN
(mEMASMW )

IE. I MEET A STRANGER (FOREIGNER) AND I
TALK TO HIM IN ENGLISH, BUT HE TELLS ME
HE DOESN’T SPEAK ENGLISH OR HE SAYS THAT
HE KNOWS HOW TO SPEAK A LITTLE CHINESE,
WHAT SHOULD I DO?

If he can speak Chinese, then let him try! Just as you
are happy to practice your English with foreigners, they
usually are anxious to practice Chinese with you. Also,
not all “foreigners” speak English. Many do, but there

are also many from non-English speaking countries that -

do not. Good luck communicating — that’s the best
way to learn about the world we live in.

HOW CAN I TRAIN MYSELF TO CONCENTRATE
IN CLASS? MY MIND IS ALWAYS SOMEWHERE
OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM. THANK YOU.

I suggest that you prepare for class very carefully and
come to class with questions to ask your teacher. - The
better prepared you are, the more interested you will be,
and the more you will want to participate in class.
Also you will want to listen for explanations in class
for things you don’t understand.

ONE OF MY AMERICAN FRIENDS MADE A STATE-
MENT. SHE SAID, “YOU’RE MORE BEAUTIFUL
THAN ME.” HOWEVER, I WAS TAUGHT IN SCHOOL
THAT THE SENTENCE SHOULD BE, “YOU’RE
MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN I.” WOULD YOU PLEASE
TELL ME WHICH ONE IS CORRECT? THANK
YOU.

The first one is very common in conversation, but the
second one is correct grammatically. Native speakers
of English don’t always use correct grammar, and there
are certain grammar mistakes that appear correct to us.
Some grammar mistakes sound very unusual or un-
educated but others are more or less acceptable in
conversation. Using “‘me” here instead of “I” is all
right. We also do it in the question and answer “Who
is it? ” “It’s me.” The correct answer should be It is
I’ but it is now considered too formal to use. You
have a choice here. You can speak correctly, or you
can speak the way Americans speak. Sometimes,
“correct” English is not necessarily ‘‘good” English.
If ever you are in doubt, the best way is to seek out a
native speaker or come to our Question and Answer
Table and ask! !

* * * * * * * * * * k* ok &

Self-confidence is the first requisite for great under-
takings.
Samuel Johnson
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